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the first among the older cities to emancipate itself.
It is hard for us to realize the enslavement of the
middle class in former days. For example, a
merchant might not wear arms, no luxury, but an
absolute necessity in those wild times. Frederick
Barbarossa permitted him to carry a sword, but in order
that there might be no confusion of social castes, he
decreed that " the travelling merchant shall not gird
his sword, but attach it to his saddle, or lay it on his
cart, so that he may not wound the innocent, but yet
may protect himself against robbers/' The inference
in this clause, that only a member of the third estate
would be likely to hurt an innocent person, is amusing
in its naivete. As for the peasant, if he were found
with arms upon him, a lance or a sword, he had to
suffer severe punishment The knightly weapon was
broken across the back of any serf who dared to
carry it.

A further instance of want of personal liberty in
Barbarossa's days is shown by his contempt for
commerce and for the trader's knowledge of the
commercial value of his goods. Thus he decreed
that a merchant selling his wares in camp must offer
them at the price fixed by the field-marshal, and if
the owner asked more than was deemed just by this
functionary, who probably knew as much of the value
of goods as his trusty lance, he lost not only his
market rights and his wares, but was whipped into
the bargain, his head shorn and his cheek branded
with a red-hot iron. At home his choice of dwelling-
houses, of trade, even of marriage was interfered
with. Is it astonishing, then, that with so little